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Dog or Cat Breeder Questionnaire 
Purpose: to help pet buyers find responsible dog or cat breeders who treat their animals very well; who will take 
returns of pets for many reaspons; who maintain the highest standards in selecting parents; and who have a lower 
incidence of pets with inherited health problems.  

Tip: Shop for breeders first, and then shop for your new pet. We recommend that you ask these questions over 
the phone, before you visit any breeder or see any pets to buy.  Be pleasant and conversational in your approach. 
Don’t use the word “questionnaire.” Let this form guide your questions gently.  Change the order of the topics if it 
flows better during a call.   

Please don’t support ignorant, greedy breeders. You don’t need high expenses of owning pets with serious health 
or temperament problems.  Avoid “mill” or factory-style breeders who offer several breeds, always have quantities 
of young puppies or kittens for sale, and who will not show you their facilities. Puppy or kitty mill breeders don’t 
socialize their litters, and don’t selectively breed for good health or safe temperament traits.  

When Sunbear’s owners moved and needed to find him a new home, his breeders weren’t there for him. We’ll 
never know the truth about why.  Sunbear Squad publishes this information to help you find responsible breeders. 

Time needed: Please allow 1 hour to go through this questionnaire. There are 25 questions. 

Date: ______________  Breeder Name:______________________ Phone:_____________ 

Interviewer Name: _______________________________ 

Question to ask of breeder Why you want to  
know the answer 

Breeder’s reply 

Background in the breeding business  (or, why do you want to buy from this breeder?) 
1.  How many years have you been 
in the breeding business? 

Breeders with more experience 
breed healthier pets, usually. 

 

2. Why did you get into breeding? You want a breeder who has a 
serious, long-term commitment to 
breeding excellent dogs and cats. 
Find a breeder who is not just 
trying to earn extra money by 
working at home. These breeders 
go out of business frequently. 

 

3. Do you belong to any breed 
organizations? Sport organizations? 
Other related organizations, such as 
humane societies? 

Breeders who belong to trade 
organizations are better educated, 
run better businesses, and maintain 
higher standards for animal health. 

 

4. How many breeds of animals do 
you raise? 

Find out if your breeder is a “puppy 
mill.” Those breeders sell pets with 
health and behavior problems. If 
the breeder raises more than 3 
breeds, watch out, and read the next 
question. 
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Question to ask of breeder Why you want to  
know the answer 

Breeder’s reply 

5. How many animals do you 
currently have on your property? 

If the breeder answers that they 
have more than 25, this probably is 
a puppy or kitten mill.  End the call. 

 

6. Does the breeder donate to local 
humane societies or rescue groups? 

Breeders who support humane 
societies and rescue groups have 
true compassion for all animals. It’s 
a very good sign of a good breeder. 

 

7. Other:   

Litter information (or, why do you want to buy from this litter?) 
8. How many were born in this 
litter, and how many survived? 

You want to buy from healthy litters 
and strong parents. 

 

9. Who are the parents of this litter? 
Are there any relations to winning  
show dogs or cats? 

Breeders who care about bloodlines 
usually have healthier animals. 

 

10. Current age of litter? When will 
the litter be ready to go to new 
homes? 

Work with a breeder who keeps the 
litters at least 8 weeks, for health 
and socialization reasons. 

 

11. Is the litter being introduced to 
other pets, children, and visitors? 

Find a litter that is being handled 
regularly, and is getting exposed to 
a lot of experiences. These litters 
will mix better with other animals 
and families when they grow up. 

 

12. Is the litter living inside? Has 
there been some efforts toward 
pottytraining? 

Housebreaking can be easier if the 
litter has some early training for 
pottying in one spot. 

 

13. Other:   

Breeder policies (find a breeder who wants great homes for their litters) 
14. What is your return policy, if the 
pet has a health problem? Is there a 
money-back guarantee? 

Good breeders accept their litters 
back. They feel responsibility to the 
offspring they helped bring into the 
world. 

 

15. Is a spay-neuter policy in effect? Breeders who have spay-neuter 
policies usually are running more 
professional businesses, and are 
thinking long-term. 
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Question to ask of breeder Why you want to  
know the answer 

Breeder’s reply 

16. Will you take the pet back if my 
circumstances were to suddenly 
change and I could no longer care 
for the pet? Would you find a good 
home for the pet? 

Many professional breeders prefer 
to personally find new homes for 
litters they have bred, and will take 
the pet back for some 
circumstances.  Note that breeders 
don’t welcome returns of pets based 
on trivial reasons such as installing 
new carpets or lacking time to care 
for the pet.  

 

17. Do you accept litter 
reservations? What is the deposit? 

Many good breeders breed only 
when they have reservations for an 
average-size litter. Their litters are 
in demand, and have better health 
and nicer temperament. 

 

18. Other:   

Breed information (learn from an expert about your chosen breed) 
19. What are known health issues 
with this breed? 

Every breed has them. Find out in 
advance what they are, and then 
research more about them. 

 

20. What is the life span? Know when you can expect your pet 
to be a senior, potentially needing 
extra care and veterinary expense. 

 

21. What is a “annual budget range” 
for care of the pet, including 
veterinary care? This number will 
be advisory only, but it helps to 
know. 

You’ll want to know so you can 
budget for your annual pet care, 
including food and veterinay exams. 
Remember to add kennel costs to 
travel budgets. 

 

22. What are daily food amounts for 
youngsters to adults? 

Know how much to feed to avoid 
malnutrition or obesity. 

 

23. Can this pet tolerate cold or hot 
weather? 

Know if your pet will need to be an 
indoor pet, or could live in an 
outdoor insulated kennel.  

 

24. How long does it usually take for 
potty-training with this breed? 

This can vary widely. It helps to 
know what the average training 
period is. 

 

25. Other:   

 


